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Students not only recelve instruction from lab mentors, they alse helpad one another

will working at the new computer work stations.

Technology Camp provides

unique experience for area youth '

By Erica Whitney

The Flatwoods Volun-
teer Fire Department and
Future Generations com-
bined forces to offer any 9-
15 wear old Braxton
County resident an oppor-
tunity to attend Technol-
ogy Camp. The camp was
funded by the surplus from
the American Patriot Aet.
The weeklong event ran
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
August 8™ through the
12™ ar the Flatwoods Fire
Department. ;

Participants were
provided with equipment
and supplies needed to
build their own computer,
either HP or Dell. Paul
Bearty, Jean Bleigh, and
Kim Davis served as lab
mentors and provided in-
struction to the youth.
Also on hand to help was
Traci Mallow a represen-

tative from Future Gen-
erations. The campers
were taught the funda-
mentals of several differ-
ent computer programs,
basic computer skills,
how to navigate search
engines, graphic design,
and photo editing.

“It was a great expe-
rience for not only the
kids, but the lab mentors
as well. The kids learned
new computer skills and
made new friends,” said
Davis. During the weelk,
mentors noticed that
some of the kids really
enjoved the photo editing
tutorials. They allowed
the youth to take home
cameras and capture im-
ages for a tee-shirt they
Sfsnted s It WAL
learned that I |

el
1o

take pictures and edit ingwill have to wait to see 1
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them,” said Courtney

=

Davis, a sophomore at
Braxton County High
School, Before the camp
she explained that she
usually just used her I
phone to take pictures, but
was impressed with the
difference in quality a digi-
tal camera provided.
By week's end, each
student had a fully func-
tioning computer they
had built themselves un-
der the guidance of
trained professionals.
The youth also received a
flat screen monitor, key-

board, mouse, an 8gh flash ¢

drive, a tee-shirt, and a
wealth of knowledge ac-
quired throughout week.
The group hopes to be able
to provide the camp

bl the program which . |

what the future brings.
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Lindsay and Clara Toler. The photos could be chosen from one that was taken over the week or a faverite image from the in



The kids were excited lo get a chance to ride along on the fire engine.
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Traci Mallow, Kim Davis, and Jean Bleigh devoted their week to be Jab mentors.  Participants were asked to give foedback fo holp improve any future projects.



